SUMMARY Eight hundred and twenty-three examinations were carried out on 662 homosexual patients. At each examination a blind anorectal swab and a rectal swab taken via a proctoscope were inoculated on to a culture plate. From a total of 100 gonococcal infections of the rectum 96 gave positive results from blind anorectal swabs and 99 from swabs taken via a proctoscope. Blind anorectal swabs proved to be a reliable method in the diagnosis of rectal gonorrhoea.
Introduction
In this study two methods for diagnosing rectal gonorrhoea were compared: the standard procedure of taking rectal swabs via a proctoscope and blind anorectal swabs. It was not intended to abandon proctoscopy but rather to assess the reliability of anorectal swabs in the diagnosis of gonorrhoea. Proctoscopy is not a pleasant procedure for the patient and women in particular may even refuse to have it done. The importance of examining the rectum for gonorrhoea is stressed by Schroeter and Reynolds (1972) who found that 65% of women with gonorrhoea in other sites had rectal involvement. Odegaard et al. (1971) 
